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Jesus for President is a radical manifesto to awaken the Christian political imagination, reminding us

that our ultimate hope lies not in partisan political options but in Jesus and the incarnation of the

peculiar politic of the church as a people â€œset apartâ€• from this world. In what can be termed

lyrical theology, Jesus for President poetically weaves together words and images to sing (rather

than dictate) its message. It is a collaboration of Shane Claiborneâ€™s writing and stories, Chris

Hawâ€™s reflections and research, and Chico Fajardo-Heflinâ€™s art and design. Drawing upon the

work of biblical theologians, the lessons of church history, and the examples of modern-day saints

and ordinary radicals, Jesus for President stirs the imagination of what the Church could look like if

it placed its faith in Jesus instead of Caesar. A fresh look at Christianity and empire, Jesus for

President transcends questions of â€œShould I vote or not?â€• and â€œWhich candidate?â€• by

thinking creatively about the fundamental issues of faith and allegiance. Itâ€™s written for those who

seek to follow Jesus, rediscover the spirit of the early church, and incarnate the kingdom of God.
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"Jesus For President: Politics for Ordinary Radicals" by Shane Claiborne and Chris Haw is an

accessible yet slightly-revisionist history/review of the Hebrew Scriptures, the world at the time of

Christ, and the rest of Christian history. The fourth section of the book consists of jumping-off points

and testimonies of people, groups, and situations where the kind of politic and economy described

throughout the rest of the book is "fleshed out".Claiborne is radical. To some, 'radical' is bad, to

others, refreshing. But there is no denying that his ideas and his lifestyle are counter-cultural and



challenge the status quo. I do not believe this is always a bad thing (more on this later). We can all

agree that something is wrong with politics in America today, especially Christians in politics

today.My biggest take-away was the "Third Way" idea he espouses throughout the book, the

"prophetic imagination" that should be our primary posture in responding to the needs and

challenges of our world today. I think a lot of people my age (18-24), especially Christians, feel torn

between blind nationalism ("God bless America") and the angst-ridden anti-establishment attitude

we see in the picket lines at anti-war demonstrations. There *has* to be another choice, right?

Thankfully Claiborne lays this out pretty clearly, yet with enough room for imagination and

creativity.A note on design: this is one of the most beautiful and interesting books to read. Every

page is unique and striking. Some of the text material would honestly be rather dull without all the

artwork. This book gets 10 stars out of 5 for creativity in design.Back to radicalism.

I'm a writer. Yet, I'm at a loss for words to describe Shane Claiborne and Chris Haw's new book

Jesus for President. Let me break this review down into two sections: (1) Design, and (2)

Content.DESIGNPut simply, Jesus for President is a wonder to behold. I've never seen a book

designed with as much attention to detail and visual impact -- not on the outside, mind you; on the

INSIDE. The only thing comparable is House of Leaves, the debut novel by American author Mark

Z. Danielewski...and Sandman graphic novels designed by the incomparable British artist Dave

McKean. Sure, Jesus for President contains regular text just as you'd expect to find in a book. But,

in addition, this groundbreaking new book also sports hand-written margin notes, little doodles and

drawings, photos with typewritten descriptions, pieces of fabric, pressed flowers, varying type-faces

and -sizes, arrows drawn in ink pointing to important passages, circled words, underlines, pages

that look as though somehow took a pink highlighter to them, and a bibliography so clever that it,

alone, is worth the price of admission.In other words, everything about this book screams "I HAVE

BEEN CRAFTED WITH LOVE." You can pick up this book, turn to a page at random and simply

enjoy what your eyes behold. If Jesus for President doesn't win an award for its design, attention to

detail (recycled paper, printed in America), and its ability to grab -- and hold -- one's attention from

the very first page, there is no God.CONTENTStudies show that Americans today are changing

their religious faiths almost as quickly as they change their underwear.
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